
 RULE 7 AND 8 

 RULE 7 – PARTICIPATION 
 Section  1.  After  a  student  begins  attending  the  seventh  grade,  that  student  is  limited  to participating  in 

 athletics  during  that  school  year  and  the  five  school  years  that follow  consecutively.  A 
 student  who  is  repeating  all  or  a  portion  of  the  seventh  or  eighth  grade  is  not  permitted  to 
 participate  in  athletics  during  that  repeat  period,  even  if  the  student  has  moved  or  transferred 
 to  another  school  for  that  repeat  period,  and  even  if  the  student  did  not  participate  at  that 
 grade level previously. 

 If  the  student  completes  a  repeat  period  while  at  the  seventh  or  eighth  grade  levels  and  sits 
 out  of  athletics  during  that  repeat  period,  then  that  repeat  period  is  not  counted  against  the 
 six consecutive school years in which athletic participation is allowed  . 

 After  a  student  begins  attending  the  ninth  grade,  that  student  is  limited  to  participating  in 
 athletics/activities  during  that  school  year  and  the  three  school  years  that  follow 
 consecutively after that school year. 

 The  ninth-grade  year  will  count  as  one  year  against  the  six  consecutive  school  years  in 
 which  participation  is  permitted  regardless  of  whether  that  student  participates  during  that 
 school  year  in  junior  high  athletic  competition  or  in  competition  open  to  students  in  grades 
 nine through twelve, or both. 
 A  student  repeating  all  or  a  portion  of  the  ninth-grade  level  or  above  is  permitted  to 
 participate  during  that  repeat  period  in  varsity  or  junior  varsity  competition  open  to  students 
 in  grades  nine  through  twelve.  The  repeat  period  in  the  ninth  grade  or  above  is  counted 
 against  the  four  consecutive  school  years  in  which  athletic  participation  is  allowed  beginning 
 in the 9  th  grade. 

 Section  2.  Students  in  7  th  or  8  th  grade,  are  permitted  to  participate  in  junior  high  competition  with  or 
 against  students  at  the  9  th  grade  level  and  below.  If  no  9  th  graders  are  participating,  7  th  and/or 
 8  th  graders may participate with students below the  7  th  grade. 
 Students  in  9  th  grade  may  participate  at  the  junior  high  level  with  students  in  7  th  and/or  8  th 

 grade  only  and  are  also  permitted  to  participate  at  the  sub-varsity  or  varsity  level  with  and 
 against  students  in  9  th  grade  and  above.  A  student  must  have  completed  8  th  grade  to 
 participate at the sub-varsity or varsity level with students in 9  th  grade or above. 

 Section  3.  A  student  shall  be  deemed  to  have  begun  attending  a  grade  level  after  fifteen  school  days 
 from  the  first  date  of  attendance  at  that  grade  level  at  any  school,  or  after  participating in  an 
 interscholastic contest, including an interschool scrimmage, while at that grade level. 
 A  student  shall  be  considered  to  have  participated  when  the  student  has  appeared in  uniform 
 at  an  interscholastic  contest,  including  an  interschool  scrimmage,  regardless  of  whether  the 
 student physically participates during the contest. 

 Section  4.  Students  in  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  may  represent  a  member  school  in  non-athletic 
 activities  if  permitted  by  the  rules  governing  that  specific  activity,  including  during  a  repeat 
 period at those grade levels. 

 Section  5.  After  a  student  has  begun  the  ninth  grade  ,  the  periods  of  participation  permitted  under 
 section  1  above  may  not  be  extended,  unless  that  student  demonstrates  that  circumstances 
 beyond  the  control  of  the  student  and  the  student’s  parents  (or  custodial  parent  or 



 court-appointed  guardian  with  legal  custody  of  the  student)  arose  which  prevented  the 
 student  from  completing  work  necessary  to  advance  to  the  next  grade  level  and  make  normal 
 progress  toward  graduation.  Criteria  shall  be  established  by  OSSAA’s  Board  of  Directors 
 consistent  with  this  Rule  and  Rule  20  for  determining  any  request  for  an  additional  period  of 
 participation. 

 Section  6.  If  a  student  is  determined  to  have  participated  in  athletic  contests  for  a  member  school  while 
 ineligible,  then  the  student  shall  be  required  to  sit  out  the  same  number  of  contests  in  the 
 same sport in which the student participated while ineligible. 
 If  the  student  participated  while  ineligible  in  more  contests  than  are  remaining  in  that  sport 
 for  that  school  year,  then  the  student  would  sit  out  of  games  in  that  sport  during  the 
 following season until the student has sat out the same number of contests. 
 If  the  ineligible  participation  is  not  discovered  until  after  the  season  is  completed,  then  the 
 student  shall  be  required  to  sit  out  for  the  same  number  of  contests  in  the  same  sport  during 
 the following year. 
 If  the  student  is  a  senior  or  does  not  participate  in  the  same  sport  in  the  following  season, 
 then  the  student  would  be  required  to  sit  out  for  an  equivalent  portion  of  the  season  in  the 
 next  athletic  activity  in  which  that  student  participates.  EXAMPLE:  if  a  senior  is  determined 
 to  have  been  ineligible  for  three  of  a  total  of  twelve  varsity  football  games  in  which  the 
 student's  school  participated  that  year,  and  the  senior  then  was  participating  in  varsity 
 basketball  for  the  school,  then  the  senior  must  sit  out  of  the  next  25%  of  the  varsity 
 basketball games scheduled that season. 
 Regular  season  tournaments,  and  individual  playoff  contests  or  tournaments  leading  up  to  a 
 state  championship,  shall  be  included  when  determining  how  long  a  student  must  sit  out  due 
 to participation while ineligible. 

 Section  7.  After  a  student  has  participated  as  a  representative  of  one  member  school  in  a  playoff  contest 
 or  tournament  leading  up  to  a  state  championship,  that  student  shall  not  under  any 
 circumstances  be  eligible  to  compete  for  another  member  school  in  that  same  series  of 
 playoffs or tournaments leading up to a state championship for that same school year. 

  Section  8.  A  student  who  has  participated  at  the  college  or  professional  level  in  any  of  the  same  athletic 
 activities  regulated  by  OSSAA  shall  not  be  permitted  to  participate  for  or  against  member 
 schools  in  that  same  activity.  A  student  may  be  permitted  to  participate  in  athletic  contests 
 leading  to  and  including  the  Olympics  and  similar  national  or  international  competitions 
 without losing eligibility, with the approval of the OSSAA Executive Director. 

 RULE 8 – ESTABLISHING AND MAINTAINING ATHLETIC ELIGIBILITY 
 Section  1.  To  be  eligible  to  participate  in  athletics,  the  student  must  be  residing  with  the  student’s 

 parents  (or  custodial  parent  or  court-appointed  guardian  with  legal  custody  of  the  student). 
 The  student  must  also  be  lawfully  enrolled  at  a  secondary  school  grade  level  (grades  seven 
 through  twelve)  in  a  member  public  school  district  or  at  a  member  school,  in  courses, 
 activities,  or  alternative  programs  in  which  credits  are  being  earned  and  appropriate 
 academic  progress  is  being  made  toward  graduation,  consistent  with  the  requirements  of  that 
 school  and  the  State  Department  of  Education.  The  student  must  also  comply  with  all 
 requirements  established  by  the  member  public  school  district  or  the  member  school  and  by 
 OSSAA  Rules  and  Policies  concerning  enrollment,  age,  attendance,  grades,  academic 
 progress, and conduct. 

 Section 2.  Eligibility for Athletics in Grades Seven  and Eight 
 a.  A  student  in  the  seventh  or  eighth  grade  lawfully  enrolled  in  a  member  public  school 

 district or at a member non-public school is eligible unless: 
 (i) the student is repeating all or any part of the seventh or eighth grade, or 



 (ii)  the  student  has  been  influenced  to  remain  at  a  school  or  change  schools  for 
 athletic purposes in violation of OSSAA Rule 9. 

 b.  Before  allowing  participation  beginning  in  the  seventh  grade  and  after  any  change  of 
 schools  in  the  seventh  or  eighth  grades,  OSSAA  Form  1  and  Form2  (through 
 RankOne)  must  be  completed  annually.  A  student  in  the  seventh  or  eighth  grade  is  not 
 eligible  to  participate  in  varsity  competition,  and  is  limited  to  participating  with 
 students at the ninth grade level or below. 

 c.  A  student  repeating  all  or  any  part  of  the  seventh  or  eighth  grade  in  a  member  public 
 school district or at a member school will not be eligible during the repeat period. 

 d.  Whenever  a  student  is  found  to  have  participated  in  any  contests  in  a  particular 
 activity  during  a  repeat  seventh  or  eighth  grade  period  in  a  member  public  school 
 district  or  at  a  member  non-public  school,  the  student  will  be  immediately  ineligible 
 for that activity. 
 To  regain  eligibility  for  that  activity,  the  student  must  sit  out  of  one  contest  in  that 
 activity  for  each  contest  in  that  activity  in  which  the  student  participated  during  the 
 repeat  period.  The  student  will  be  eligible  at  the  conclusion  of  this  sit-out  period, 
 provided  the  student  is  in  compliance  with  all  other  OSSAA  Rules  and  Policies  at  that 
 time. 
 If  a  student  participated  during  a  repeat  period  while  attending  a  non-member  school 
 that  allowed  participation  during  the  repeat  period,  and  the  student  then  moves  to  a 
 member  school,  the  student  may  be  eligible  immediately,  but  the  repeat  participation 
 period  will  be  counted  toward  the  overall  limit  of  six  consecutive  years  allowed  under 
 OSSAA  Rule  7  once  a  student  first  begins  the  seventh  grade.  A  member  school 
 should  contact  the  OSSAA  staff  with  questions  concerning  any  student  who 
 participated  in  athletics  during  a  repeat  seventh  or  eighth  grade  period  at  a 
 non-member school. 

 Section  3.  Establishing  Athletic  Eligibility  by  Initial  Participation  for  Students  in  Grades  Nine 
 Through Twelve 

 a.  For  grades  nine  through  twelve,  a  student  establishes  eligibility  at  a  school  when  the 
 student first participates in interscholastic athletics at the ninth grade level or above. 

 b.  Before  initial  participation  for  a  member  school  at  the  ninth  grade  level  or  above  is 
 permitted,  a  Student  Record  Form  (or  “New  Student”  Form)  must  be  completed.  The 
 member  school  also  must  verify  the  student  presently  is  residing  with  the  student’s 
 parents  (or  custodial  parent  or  court-appointed  guardian  with  legal  custody  of  the 
 student),  and  is  eligible  to  participate  under  all  OSSAA  Rules  and  Policies.  The 
 member  school  further  must  review  the  student’s  prior  school  records  to  determine 
 whether  the  student  has  participated  previously  at  any  secondary  school  grade  level 
 (grades  seven  to  twelve)  and  the  secondary  school  grade  levels  previously  attended. 
 If,  after  investigation,  the  member  school  still  has  a  question  about  the  student’s 
 eligibility,  the  member  school  must  contact  OSSAA  staff  to  resolve  the  question 
 before allowing participation. 

 c.  A  student  who  was  regularly  residing  with  the  student’s  parents  (or  custodial  parent  or 
 court-appointed  guardian  with  legal  custody  of  the  student)  but  then  attends  a  member 
 school  and  resides  during  the  school  week  or  school  term  in  residential  facilities 
 provided  by  the  school,  may  establish  athletic  eligibility  by  first  participation  at  that 
 school  under  this  section.  The  student  in  these  circumstances  is  considered  to  be 
 continuing  to  reside  with  the  student’s  parents  (or  custodial  parent  or  court-appointed 
 guardian with legal custody of the student) for purposes of this section. 

 d.  A  student  will  not  be  eligible  for  initial  participation  at  the  ninth  grade  level  or  above 
 if  the  student  has  been  influenced  to  enroll,  transfer  to,  or  remain  at  the  student’s 



 present  school  for  athletic  purposes  in  violation  of  OSSAA  Rule  9.  A  student 
 suspected  of  having  been  influenced  to  remain  at  or  change  schools  for  athletic 
 purposes  in  violation  of  Rule  9  will  not  be  permitted  to  participate  in  athletics  until  an 
 investigation  has  been  completed,  a  written  report  has  been  provided  to  or  completed 
 by OSSAA, and the student has been approved to participate by OSSAA. 

 e.  A  student  will  not  be  eligible  for  initial  participation  at  the  ninth  grade  level  or  above 
 if  the  student  has  changed  schools,  and  the  student  was  or  would  have  been  ineligible 
 for  athletics,  or  was  threatened  with  ineligibility,  at  the  student’s  prior  school.  Any 
 issue  concerning  the  student’s  eligibility  at  the  student’s  prior  school  must  be  resolved 
 before the student is allowed to participate at the student’s current school. 

 f.  If  the  member  school  finds  that  a  student  repeated  all  or  any  portion  of  a  prior 
 secondary  grade  level,  the  member  school  must  determine  whether  or  not  the  student 
 participated  in  any  athletic  activities  during  the  repeat  period.  Repeating  all  or  any  part 
 of  a  secondary  school  grade  level  and  participating  during  a  repeat  period  affects  a 
 student’s athletic eligibility under OSSAA Rules. 

 g.  Once  athletic  eligibility  has  been  established  by  initial  participation  at  the  ninth  grade 
 level,  the  student  is  eligible  to  participate  with  students  at  the  grade  level  seven 
 through  nine,  or  with  students  in  grades  ten  through  twelve,  provided  that  the  student 
 and  the  school  each  is  in  compliance  with  all  other  OSSAA  Rules  and  Policies 
 concerning eligibility. 

 Section  4.  Determining  Athletic  Eligibility  of  Students  Moving  From  Out  of  State  After 
 Participating in the Ninth Grade or Above 

 a.  A  student  moving  from  out  of  state  to  Oklahoma  after  participating  previously  in 
 athletics  at  the  ninth  grade  level  or  above  generally  is  eligible  at  a  member  public 
 school  in  the  public  school  district,  or  at  a  member  non-public  school  in  that  school's 
 designated  geographic  area,  in  which  the  student's  parents  (or  custodial  parent  or 
 court-appointed  guardian  with  legal  custody  of  the  student)  are  bona  fide  residents. 
 The  designated  geographic  areas  for  member  non-public  schools  are  set  forth  in  Board 
 Policy XLVI and XLVII. 

 b.  If  the  student  moving  from  out  of  state  instead  attends  a  member  school  outside  the 
 public  school  district  or  designated  geographic  area  in  which  the  student's  parents  (or 
 custodial  parent  or  court-appointed  guardian  with  legal  custody  of  the  student)  are 
 bona  fide  residents,  the  student  generally  is  not  eligible  immediately  to  participate  in 
 athletics  until  a  waiver  is  approved.  To  become  eligible,  the  student  must  leave  his/her 
 former  school in good standing. 

 Section  5.  Continued  Eligibility  after  Separation,  Divorce  or  Death  of  Student’s  Parents,  or 
 Appointment of Guardian 
 A  student’s  athletic  eligibility  continues  at  the  school  at  which  eligibility  already  has  been 
 established  in  grades  nine  through  twelve  in  the  event  of  a  separation,  divorce,  or  death  of  the 
 parents  (or  custodial  parent  or  court-appointed  guardian  with  legal  custody  of  the  student),  or 
 the  appointment  of  a  guardian  for  the  student.  For  athletic  eligibility  to  be  established  at  a 
 different  member  school,  an  exception  due  to  hardship  or  other  qualifying  circumstance  must 
 be requested and granted, pursuant to Section 10 below. 

 Section 6.  Impact of Changing Schools or Changing  Residence on Eligibility 
 a.  Minimum  Fifteen-Day  Waiting  Period  When  Changing  Schools  after  the  Student  Has 

 First Participated or Started Attending School 
 If  a  student  at  any  secondary  school  grade  level  changes  schools  after  the  student  has 
 first  participated  or  started  attending  school  in  the  current  school  year,  the  student  will 
 not  be  permitted  to  participate  in  any  athletic  competition  until  at  least  fifteen  (15) 



 calendar  days  have  passed  from  the  date  the  student  first  attended  the  new  school. 
 This non-participation period allows time for the receiving school: 

 (i)  to obtain all necessary records from the school previously attended; 
 (ii)  to  complete  a  Student  Record  Form  and  to  submit  all  forms,  reports,  and 

 supporting   documents that may be required to the OSSAA; 
 (iii)  to  confirm  that  the  student  has  not  repeated  all  or  any  part  of  a  secondary  school 

 grade  level,  and  that  the  student  was  or  would  have  been  eligible  if  the  student 
 had remained at the prior school; 

 (iv)  if  the  student  is  changing  schools  because  of  a  change  of  residence,  to  confirm 
 that a bona fide change of residence has been made; 

 (v)  to  investigate  any  concern  that  the  student  changed  schools  for  athletic  purposes 
 in violation of OSSAA Rule 9. 

 If  the  required  process  has  not  been  completed,  or  if  a  waiver  request  to  OSSAA  is 
 required  but  has  not  yet  been  approved,  then  the  student  should  not  be  permitted  to 
 participate  until  the  required  process  is  completed  or,  if  a  waiver  request  is  required, 
 until the waiver request has been approved. 

 b.  Participation  Not  Permitted  in  Championship  Event  If  Student  Changes  Schools 
 Within Fifteen Days of Event 
 If  a  student  changes  schools  during  the  school  year  and  was  enrolled  at  the  new  school 
 within  fifteen  (15)  calendar  days  of  or  after  the  commencement  of  a  tournament,  meet 
 or  playoff  contests  leading  to  a  state  championship  in  a  particular  sport,  the  student 
 shall not be permitted to participate in the tournament, meet, or playoffs in that sport. 

 c.  Effect of Ineligibility at Previous School 
 A  student  changing  schools  who  was  ineligible  or  otherwise  barred  from  athletics  for 
 any  reason  at  the  time  the  student  left  the  previous  school,  or  who  would  have  become 
 ineligible  if  the  student  had  remained  at  the  previous  school,  is  not  permitted  to 
 participate  in  athletics  at  the  student’s  current  school,  unless  and  until  the  student 
 satisfies  or  complies  with  the  requirements  that  were  or  would  have  been  imposed  for 
 reinstating eligibility at the previous school. 

 d.  Eligibility after Transfer of Schools During Grades  Nine through Twelve 
 A  student  who  established  athletic  eligibility  at  a  school  during  grades  nine  through 
 twelve  and  then  transfers  to  a  member  school  is  not  eligible  for  a  period  of  one  year 
 from  the  date  of  first  attendance  at  the  new  school,  unless  the  student  applies  for  and  is 
 granted  an  exception  due  to  hardship  or  other  qualifying  circumstance  pursuant  to 
 Section 10 below. 
 This  requirement  applies  even  when  the  student  is  transferring  from  a  non-member 
 school  to  a  member  school.  This  requirement  also  applies  when  the  student  is 
 transferring  to  a  school  that  provides  residential  facilities  for  students,  regardless  of 
 whether the student is residing in those facilities. 

 e.  Impacts of Change of Residence in Grades Nine  through Twelve 
 (1)  Effect  of  Change  of  Residence  After  Eligibility  Has  Been  Established 

 According to Residence 
 When  a  student  has  established  athletic  eligibility  at  a  member  school  in  the 
 public  school  district  in  which  the  student’s  parents  (or  custodial  parent  or 
 court-appointed  guardian  with  legal  custody  of  the  student)  are  residing,  and  the 
 student’s  parents  (or  custodial  parent  or  court-appointed  guardian  with  legal 
 custody  of  the  student)  move  to  a  residence  in  a  different  public  school  district, 
 then the student may: 
 (i)  enroll  and  establish  eligibility  at  a  member  school  in  the  public  school 

 district  in  which  the  student’s  parents  (or  custodial  parent  or 



 court-appointed  guardian  with  legal  custody  of  the  student)  are  presently 
 residing; or 

 (ii)  enroll  and  establish  eligibility  at  a  member  non-public  school  if  the 
 student’s  parents  (or  custodial  parent  or  court-appointed  guardian  with 
 legal  custody  of  the  student)  are  residing  in  the  designated  geographic 
 area for that school; or 

 (iii)  remain  and  continue  to  be  eligible  at  the  member  school  previously 
 attended,  provided  that  the  student  continues  to  live  with  the  student’s 
 parents  (or  custodial  parent  or  court-appointed  guardian  with  legal 
 custody  of  the  student)  and  has  been  lawfully  accepted  as  a  transfer 
 student following the change of residence. 

 If  the  change  of  residence  to  a  different  school  district  occurs  during  the  school 
 year,  the  student  may  remain  at  the  school  at  which  eligibility  is  established 
 until  the  end  of  the  semester  or  equivalent  period  and  continue  to  be  eligible  for 
 that  period.  At  the  end  of  that  period,  the  student  then  must  elect  one  of  the 
 options above to re-establish eligibility. 

 (2)  Effect  of  Change  of  Residence  After  Eligibility  Has  Been  Established  Outside 
 the Student’s District of Residence or at a Non-Public School 
 When  a  student  has  established  athletic  eligibility  at  a  school  outside  of  the 
 public  school  district  in  which  the  student’s  parents  (or  custodial  parent  or 
 court-appointed  guardian  with  legal  custody  of  the  student)  are  residing,  or  at 
 any  non-public  school,  the  student’s  eligibility  continues  at  that  same  school  if 
 the  student’s  parents  (or  custodial  parent  or  court-appointed  guardian  with  legal 
 custody  of  the  student),  move  to  a  different  residence  in  the  same  public  school 
 district  in  which  they  previously  were  residing.  If  the  student’s  parents  (or 
 custodial  parent  or  court-appointed  guardian  with  legal  custody  of  the  student) 
 move to a residence outside of that public school district, then the student may: 
 (i)  enroll  and  establish  eligibility  at  a  member  school  in  the  public  school 

 district  in  which  the  student’s  parents  (or  custodial  parent  or 
 court-appointed  guardian  with  legal  custody  of  the  student)  are  presently 
 residing; or 

 (ii)  enroll  and  establish  eligibility  at  a  member  non-public  school  if  the 
 student’s  parents  (or  custodial  parent  or  court-appointed  guardian  with 
 legal  custody  of  the  student)  are  residing  in  the  designated  geographic 
 area for that school, or 

 (iii)  remain  and  continue  to  be  eligible  at  the  member  school  previously 
 attended,  provided  that  the  student  continues  to  live  with  the  student’s 
 parents  (or  custodial  parent  or  court-appointed  guardian  with  legal 
 custody  of  the  student)  and  has  been  lawfully  accepted  as  a  transfer 
 student following the change of residence. 

 If  the  change  of  residence  to  a  different  school  district  occurs  during  the  school 
 year,  the  student  may  remain  at  the  school  at  which  eligibility  is  established 
 until  the  end  of  the  semester  or  equivalent  period  and  continue  to  be  eligible  for 
 that  period.  At  the  end  of  that  period,  the  student  then  must  elect  one  of  the 
 options above to re-establish eligibility. 

 (3)  For  athletic  eligibility  to  be  established  at  a  different  member  school  than 
 described  in  subparagraphs  (1)  and  (2)  above,  an  exception  due  to  hardship  or 
 other  qualifying  circumstance  must  be  requested  and  granted,  pursuant  to 
 Section 10 below. 

 (4)  Eligibility  will  not  be  allowed  if  the  student  has  been  recruited  or  otherwise 
 influenced  in  violation  of  OSSAA  Rule  9  to  change  schools,  or  remain  at  the 



 same  school,  after  a  change  of  residence  to  a  different  school  district.  A  student 
 suspected  of  having  been  influenced  to  remain  at  or  change  schools  for  athletic 
 purposes  in  violation  of  Rule  9  will  not  be  permitted  to  participate  in  athletics 
 until  an  investigation  has  been  completed,  a  written  report  has  been  provided  to 
 or  completed  by  OSSAA,  and  the  student  has  been  approved  to  participate  by 
 OSSAA. 

 (5)  If  the  change  of  residence  to  a  different  school  district  occurs  when  the  student  is 
 entering  or  currently  attending  twelfth  grade,  or  is  otherwise  scheduled  to  graduate 
 within  two  semesters  or  the  equivalent  periods,  then  the  student  may  remain  at  the 
 same  school  at  which  athletic  eligibility  is  already  established,  and  retain 
 continued eligibility for as long as is permitted under all other Rules. 

 (6)  If  the  student  continues  at  the  same  school  after  a  change  of  residence  to  a 
 different  school  district,  as  described  under  subsection  (1)  or  (2)  above,  and 
 subsequently  transfers  to  another  member  school,  then  the  student  is  not  eligible 
 for  a  period  of  one  year  from  the  date  of  first  attendance  at  the  new  school,  unless 
 the  student  applies  for  and  is  granted  an  exception  due  to  hardship  or  other 
 qualifying circumstance pursuant to Section 10 below. 

 (7)  The  member  school  receiving  a  student  who  is  changing  schools  due  to  a  change 
 of residence must: 

 i)  request  and  obtain  all  necessary  records  from  the  school  previously 
 attended; 

 ii)  confirm  that  the  student  has  lawfully  enrolled  at  the  appropriate  grade 
 level, and determine if 
 the  student  has  repeated  all  or  any  portion  of  any  prior  secondary  school 
 grade level; 

 iii)  verify  that  the  student’s  parents  (or  custodial  parent  or  court  appointed 
 guardian with legal custody) have made a bona fide move; 

 iv)  confirm  that  the  student  was  or  would  have  been  eligible  at  the  previous 
 school  if  the  student  had  not  left  that  school,  and  that  the  student  is 
 otherwise eligible to participate under all other Rules and Policies; 

 v)  complete  the  Student  Record  Form,  and  submit  all  forms,  reports  and 
 supporting  documents  concerning  the  student  as  may  be  required  by  the 
 OSSAA; 

 vi)  investigate  any  concern  that  the  change  of  schools  was  made  for  athletic 
 purposes  in  violation  of  OSSAA  Rule  9,  and  report  on  that  investigation  to 
 OSSAA. 

 The  above  steps  must  be  completed  before  the  student  is  allowed  to  participate, 
 and  before  any  request  for  waiver  is  submitted,  if  a  request  for  waiver  is 
 required. 
 If  the  receiving  school  becomes  aware  of  any  information  that  indicates  the 
 student’s  parents  (or  custodial  parent  or  court  appointed  guardian  with  legal 
 custody)  have  not  made  a  bona  fide  move,  then  the  student  should  not  be 
 allowed  to  participate  in  athletic  competition.  The  receiving  school  also  must 
 provide this information to the OSSAA. 

 (8)  For  the  purposes  of  this  Rule,  a  bona  fide  move  and  change  of  residence  shall 
 mean that: 

 i)  the  prior  residence  has  been  sold  or  leased  at  market  value,  or  has  been 
 closed and emptied of  personal property; 

 ii)  the prior residence is not being used by any family member; 



 iii)  all  resident  family  members  have  moved  out  of  the  prior  residence,  and 
 personal  property  associated  with  permanent,  long-term  occupancy  is 
 located in the new residence. 

 If  the  prior  residence  has  not  been  sold,  OSSAA  shall  inspect  or  delegate  a  school 
 administrator  to  inspect  the  prior  residence,  and  the  receiving  school  shall  inspect  the  new 
 residence,  to  confirm  that  a  bona  fide  move  has  been  completed.  The  receiving  school  shall 
 submit  documentation  to  OSSAA  verifying  that  the  new  residence  was  inspected  and  that 
 the  family  appears  to  have  completed  a  bona  fide  move  from  the  prior  residence.  The 
 receiving  school  also  shall  obtain  and  submit  a  Residence  Affirmation  Form,  in  which  the 
 student’s  parents  (or  custodial  parent  or  court-appointed  guardian  with  legal  custody  of  the 
 student)  acknowledge  and  affirm  that  they  understand  and  are  in  compliance  with  this  Rule. 
 The  receiving  school  must  receive  notice  that  OSSAA  has  completed  its  inspection  of  the 
 prior  residence,  and  approved  the  receiving  school’s  inspection  of  the  new  residence  and 
 the  Residence  Affirmation  Form,  before  the  receiving  school  permits  the  student  to 
 participate. 

 Section 7.  Effect of Dual or Multiple Residences on  Eligibility 
 A  student  whose  parents  (or  custodial  parent  or  court-appointed  guardian  with  legal  custody 
 of  the  student)  maintain  two  or  more  residences  in  circumvention  of  the  requirements  of  this 
 Rule  shall  only  be  eligible  to  participate  at  a  sub-varsity  level  and  the  student  shall  not  be 
 permitted  to  participate  in  varsity  level  athletics.  Should  a  subsequent  move  occur  back  to  the 
 former  residence  after  eligibility  has  been  established  at  a  school  in  the  district  of  residence, 
 the student will be limited to sub-varsity participation for a period of one year. 

 Section 8.  Completion and Availability of Required  Forms and Records 
 OSSAA  Form  1  and  Form  2  must  be  completed  each  year  at  the  time  the  student  first  enrolled 
 or  reached  a  grade  level  at  which  the  student  is  eligible  to  participate.  The  OSSAA  Student 
 Record  Form,  and  all  other  records  and  forms  required  under  OSSAA  Rules  and  Policies, 
 must  be  maintained  on  file  and  available  for  review  in  the  school's  office  to  establish  a 
 student's eligibility at that school. 
 A  member  school  that  is  asked  for  appropriate  records  and  information  concerning  a  former 
 student  must  respond  promptly  and,  if  the  school  is  aware  that  the  student  was  or  may  be 
 ineligible for athletics, must notify the receiving school. 

 Section 9.  Responsibility of Principal or Administrative  Head of School 
 The  principal  or  administrative  head  of  the  member  school  is  responsible  for  maintaining  all 
 required  forms  and  records  concerning  athletic  eligibility  on  file  at  the  school  and  available 
 for  review,  and  for  submitting  copies  as  may  be  required  by  OSSAA.  The  principal  or 
 administrative  head  of  school  also  is  responsible  for  confirming,  or  ensuring  that  effective 
 procedures  are  in  place  for  confirming,  that  students  participating  in  athletics  are  complying 
 with  all  requirements  established  by  the  member  school,  the  State  Department  of  Education, 
 and  OSSAA  relating  to  athletic  eligibility.  If  required  forms  and  records  to  confirm  athletic 
 eligibility  for  a  student  are  not  available  for  review  upon  request  by  OSSAA,  or  if  copies  are 
 not  submitted  as  may  be  required  to  OSSAA,  then  the  student  may  be  deemed  ineligible  to 
 participate. 

 Section 10.  Determining Exceptions to Rule 
 a. Authority to grant exceptions 

 OSSAA  may  grant  an  exception  to  a  student  facing  ineligibility  when  it  is  found  that 
 the  application  of  this  Rule  works  an  undue  hardship  on  the  student,  or  that  the 



 application  of  the  Rule  would  otherwise  fail  to  accomplish  the  purposes  for  which  it  is 
 intended. 

 b. Criteria and procedures for evaluating exceptions 
 The  Board  of  Directors  shall  establish  written  criteria  and  procedures  for  evaluating 
 applications  for  exceptions,  and  those  written  criteria  and  procedures  shall  be  made 
 available  to  member  schools.  Before  submitting  any  application  for  exception,  the 
 member  school  shall  provide  the  written  criteria  and  procedures  to  the  student  and 
 parents  (or  custodial  parent  or  court  appointed  guardian  with  legal  custody  of  the 
 student) who are considering a request for an exception. 

 c. Application for exception 
 (1)  OSSAA  shall  make  forms  for  applying  for  an  exception  to  this  Rule  available 

 to all member schools. 
 (2)  The  member  school  submitting  the  forms  required  for  the  application  is 

 responsible  for  making  certain  that  the  forms  are  complete  and  that  the 
 application  is  being  submitted  in  a  good  faith  belief  that  an  exception  may  be 
 appropriate. 

 (3)  Member  schools  shall  cooperate  in  providing  any  additional  information  that 
 may  be  requested,  or  any  investigation  that  may  be  conducted,  in  connection 
 with any application for an exception. 

 (4)  The  submission  of  any  false  or  inaccurate  information,  or  the  failure  to  submit 
 information  requested  by  the  OSSAA,  may  be  grounds  for  denying  or 
 deferring action on an application. 

 d.  Consideration by the Executive Director 
 All  applications  submitted  pursuant  to  this  Rule  shall  be  reviewed  and  evaluated  by 
 the  Executive  Director  and  staff.  The  Executive  Director  or  staff  designee  is 
 authorized  to  conduct  any  further  investigation  or  to  request  any  supplementation  of 
 the  application  or  supporting  materials  deemed  necessary  to  the  evaluation  of  the 
 application.  The  application  shall  be  evaluated  using  the  criteria  established  by  the 
 Board  of  Directors,  and  the  determination  of  the  Executive  Director  shall  be 
 transmitted,  in  writing,  to  the  principal  or  administrative  head  of  the  school,  or  other 
 designated  school  administrator  submitting  the  application.  Any  person  aggrieved  by 
 the  determination  may  pursue  an  appeal  pursuant  to  the  procedures  set  forth  in  Rule 
 20. 

 d.  If  a  student  changes  schools  during  the  school  year  and  regains  eligibility  during  that 
 same  year  after  being  granted  a  waiver,  the  student  will  not  be  permitted  to 
 participate  in  any  regular  season  game  or  contest  against  the  school  previously 
 attended. 

 e.  No  student  will  be  permitted  to  participate  in  more  than  one  season  of  any  activity  in 
 the same school year with the exception of baseball. 

 Section 11.  Issues or Questions About Eligibility  Under This Rule 
 If  member  school  administrators  have  any  questions  or  concerns  about  whether  a 
 particular  student  is  eligible  for  athletics  under  this  Rule,  they  should  contact  the  OSSAA 
 as  soon  as  possible,  and  the  student  should  not  be  permitted  to  participate  until  the 
 questions or concerns are resolved. 

 RULE 8 – FAQ’s 
 The  following  is  a  list  of  questions  that  are  frequently  asked  with  regard  to  the  Residence  Rule  for  grades 
 7-12.  The answers given assume that the student is eligible under all other OSSAA rules. 



 1.  A  student  lives  and  has  established  eligibility  in  District  A  and  then  the  student  and  the 
 student’s  parents  make  a  bona  fide  move  to  District  B.  What  is  the  student’s  eligibility 
 status? 
 Answer  :  Eligible.  Athletic  eligibility  is  generally  determined  by  the  residence  of  the 
 student’s parents. 
 (Rule 8-6-e-1) 

 2.  If  a  student  in  grades  9-12  has  established  eligibility  in  District  A  and  then  transfers  to 
 District B, is he/she eligible in District B? 
 Answer  :  No.  A  student  who  has  established  eligibility  in  grades  9-12  at  one  school  and 
 then  transfers  to  another  school  generally  must  sit  out  one  year  from  the  date  of  first 
 attendance or be approved on a hardship waiver. (Rule 8-6-d) 

 3.  A  student  in  grades  9-12  who  lives  in  District  A,  gains  eligibility  in  District  B,  and  then 
 returns  to  District  A  where  the  parents  reside.  What  is  the  eligibility  status  of  the 
 student? 
 Answer  :  Not  eligible.  When  a  student  has  established  eligibility  away  from  his/her 
 home  district,  the  student  must  sit  out  one  year  or  be  approved  on  a  hardship  waiver  to 
 regain eligibility back at the home district.  (Rule 8-6-d) 

 4.  What  is  the  eligibility  status  of  a  student  who  lives  in  District  A,  establishes  eligibility  in 
 District B, and later moves to District C? 
 Answer  :  Eligible.  When  a  student  establishes  eligibility  away  from  his/her  home  district 
 and  the  parent  or  legal  guardian  moves  to  a  new  residence  outside  the  previous  district, 
 the  student  may  choose  to  establish  eligibility  in  the  new  district,  or  remain  at  the 
 previous district. (Rule 8-6-e-2) 

 5.  Where is a student eligible after having graduated from a Dependent district (K-8)? 
 Answer  :  For  grades  nine  through  twelve,  a  student  establishes  eligibility  at  a  school 
 when  the  student  first  participates  in  interscholastic  athletics  at  the  ninth  grade  level  or 
 above. (Rule 8-3-a) 

 6.  A  student,  who  is  under  discipline  in  District  A,  moves  to  District  B.  Would  the  student 
 be eligible in District B? 

 Answer  :  No.  A  student  changing  schools  who  was  or  who  would  have  been  ineligible  or 
 otherwise  barred  from  athletics  for  any  reason  at  the  time  the  student  left  the  previous 
 school  shall  not  be  permitted  to  participate  in  athletics  until  the  student  satisfies  or 
 complies  with  the  requirements  that  were  or  would  have  been  imposed  at  the  previous 
 district.  (Rule 8-6-c) 

 7.  What  is  the  eligibility  status  of  a  student  whose  parents  made  a  bona  fide  move  from 
 District A to District B in the middle of a semester? 
 Answer  :  The  student  is  eligible  in  the  district  to  which  the  bona  fide  move  was  made,  or 
 the  student  can  maintain  eligibility  in  the  district  he/she  currently  attends  until  the  end  of 
 the semester.   (Rule 8-6-e-2) 

 8.  What  is  the  eligibility  status  of  a  student  who  has  participated  in  grades  9-12  at  a 
 non-member school and then transfers to a member school? 



 Answer  :  Not  eligible.  When  a  student  has  established  eligibility  at  a  non-member  school 
 and  then  transfers  to  a  member  school,  the  student  must  sit  out  a  year  or  be  approved  on  a 
 hardship waiver to gain eligibility.  (Rule 8-6-d) 

 9.  What  is  the  eligibility  status  of  a  student  in  grades  9-12  who  has  established  eligibility 
 with one parent in District A and later moves to live with the other parent in District B? 
 Answer  :  Not  eligible.  The  student  must  sit  out  one  year  or  be  approved  on  a  hardship 

 waiver.  (Rule 8-5) 

 10.  Where  is  a  student  eligible  after  establishing  eligibility  in  grades  9-12  when  the  parents 
 separate and he/she moves with one of the parents from District A to District B? 
 Answer  :  The  student  is  only  eligible  in  the  district  he/she  currently  attends  at  the  time  of 
 the separation.  (Rule 8-5) 

 11.  A  family  lives  in  District  A  and  later  moves  to  District  B  without  giving  up  ownership  of 
 their home in District A.  What is the eligibility status of the student? 
 Answer  :  Not  eligible.  Eligibility  cannot  be  gained  where  dual  residency  is  maintained 
 unless  and  until  the  proper  paperwork  is  on  file  and  approved  by  the  OSSAA.  (Rule 
 8-6-e.8) 

 12.  A  student  who  has  been  ruled  ineligible  at  a  school  outside  the  state  of  Oklahoma  and  then 
 makes  a  bona  fide  move  to  a  member  school  in  Oklahoma.  Is  the  student  eligible  to 
 participate at the new school? 
 Answer  :  No.  When  an  ineligible  student  moves  from  another  state,  they  must  satisfy  the 
 requirements  of  the  eligibility  from  the  state  they  are  leaving  before  gaining  eligibility. 
 (Rule 8-6-c) 

 13.  If  a  student  is  eligible  for  sub-varsity  participation  only,  is  that  student  allowed  to 
 participate as  a  JV player in a varsity tournament? 
 Answer  :  No.  Sub-varsity  limits  that  individual  to  playing  in  sub-varsity  level  events 
 and/or tournaments. 

 14.  A  student’s  family  resides  in  District  A  and  later  moves  to  District  B,  but  allows  a  family 
 member  to  use  the  original  residence  in  district  A.  What  is  the  eligibility  status  of  the 
 student? 
 Answer  :  Not  eligible.  To  establish  a  bona  fide  move  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  and 
 maintaining  athletic  eligibility,  the  original  residence  must  not  be  in  use  by  a  family 
 member.  (Rule 8-6-e.8) 

 15.  A  student’s  family  resides  in  District  A  and  later  moves  to  District  B,  and  is  in  compliance 
 with  Rule  8-6-e.8  except  that  the  receiving  school  fails  to  obtain  a  Residence  Affirmation 
 Form.  What is the eligibility status of the student? 
 Answer  :  Not  eligible.  Eligibility  after  a  bona  fide  move  cannot  be  gained  unless  and  until 
 the Residence Affirmation Form is on file and approved by the OSSAA.  (Rule 8-6-e.8) 

 16.  Is  a  student  eligible  at  the  sub-varsity  level  if  the  student  and  the  student’s  family  are  not  in 
 compliance with the dual residence requirements? 
 Answer:  Yes.  When  a  student’s  family  is  not  in  compliance  with  the  dual  residence 
 requirements,  the  student  may  participate  at  a  sub-varsity  level  until  the  family  comes  into 
 compliance.  Subsequently,  if  the  family  moves  back  to  the  former  residence,  the  student 
 must participate at a sub-varsity level for a period of one year.  (Rule 8-6-7) 



 17.  A  family  resides  in  district  A  and  later  moves  to  District  B,  but  does  not  sell  or  lease  the 
 original  residence,  and  leaves  personal  property  at  the  original  residence.  What  is  the 
 eligibility status of the student? 
 Answer  :  Not  eligible  at  the  varsity  level.  The  family’s  personal  property  must  be  moved 
 out of the original residence.  (Rule 8-6-e.8) 

 18.  If  a  student  transfers  to  a  new  school  during  his  or  her  8  th  grade  year,  is  that  student  eligible 
 for varsity level participation at the beginning of their 9  th  grade year? 
 Answer  :  Yes.  For  grades  nine  through  twelve,  a  student  establishes  eligibility  at  a  school 
 when  the  student  first  participates  in  interscholastic  athletics  at  the  ninth  grade  level  or 
 above. (Rule 8-3) 

 19.  When  a  student  changes  schools  during  the  course  of  the  school  year  and  is  granted  a 
 hardship  waiver  to  participate,  is  participation  in  regular  season  contests  permitted  against 
 the former school? 
 Answer:  No,  a  student  approved  on  a  hardship  waiver  request  is  not  eligible  to  participate 
 in  regular  season  contests  against  the  former  school  during  the  school  year  in  which  the 
 request was granted.  The student is permitted to participate in any post-season play. 

 20.  Is  a  student  permitted  to  participate  in  more  than  one  season  of  any  activity  during  a 
 school year? 
 Answer:  No,  a  student  is  only  permitted  to  participate  in  one  season  of  an  activity  within 
 the same school year. EXCEPTION:  Fall baseball. 


