RULES 7 & 8 SURVEY RESULTS

What is your basketball classification?

268 responses

® sA

® 5A
28% . 4A

®3A
@ 2A

@V

A student shall be considered to have participated when the student has appeared in
uniform at an interscholastic contest, including an interschool scrimmage, regardless of
whether the student physically participates during the contest

Would you be in favor of changing participation to include summer league games and
team camps?

Currently under Rule 7, section 3 states: A student shall be considered to have participated when
the student has appeared in uniform at an inters... to include summer league games and team camps?

268 responses

® YES
® No




Would you be in favor of allowing 8th graders to participate in varsity (high school) competitions?
268 responses

® YES
® No

What additional recommendations do you have for the committee to consider as it pertains to Rule 7?

N/A

NA

N/A

None

None at this time

| think we need to fix the transfer date. Kid/teams/ coaches need to know who's on their team not after all
summer activities are over

None



None

Participation begins at first scheduled Game
Na

N/a

We will never be able to make enough or the correct “rules” etc to “control” movement of students between
districts. IMHO each district needs to do their best to provide a product student athletes want to be a part
of. If students are transferring look within. Additionally under the old system some of the same ones
complaining are the ones that benefitted the most. Now with little to no rules etc it is truly more equitable.
Let the product YOu out forth decide who wants to be a part of hour programs

8th graders can be taken to Hs team camps during summer

None

if they participate in summer leagues, camps or competition without enrolling they are ineligible at
whichever school they attend for x amount of games for that sport, you cant sit out football for playing for
3 HS's in the summer

If a student is not over the age limit they should be able to be retained and compete in sub varsity
competition

none at this time

NA



None
None.
None

None

none

None

remove the section stating being in uniform; participation should not involve simply being in uniform must
include involement in the game.

| believe it needs to include summer league games and team camps. We had 7 boys compete in our team
camps and then left for a neighboring district. They took every rep from players that needed them and will
represent our school. Not only does their leaving hurt but our other athletes lost a chance to get better.

None

None



| personally wouldn't worry about a student participating in an interschool scrimmage, only if it is against
another school

NA
N/A

None

None

Leave it alone please.

None

Rule needs to stay as is 7th -12th grade. 8th grader should not be allowed to compete at the HS level.

| think allowing eighth graders to play with varsity is good if and only if the school does not have enough
for a team. There are many B2 schools that could use the help and would not forfeit a season.

None



None

None at this time

No Answer

1. Clarify What Constitutes Participation Provide clearer language about exactly when a student's season
of participation begins. Consider specifying: Appearing in uniform at a varsity contest. Participating in an
interschool scrimmage. Circumstances involving canceled contests or forfeits. Participation in junior
varsity versus varsity competition, if distinctions exist. This reduces confusion among coaches and
athletic directors. 2. Expand Hardship Flexibility Consider allowing additional hardship relief when a
student loses a season because of circumstances beyond their control, such as: Serious injury or illness
early in the season. Extended hospitalization. Family emergencies. Natural disasters. Military deployment
of a parent requiring relocation. Any hardship process should require documentation and committee
approval to prevent abuse

None

If high school needs players to have enough to play

Instead of considering 8th graders playing up, stop playing 9th graders in JH or if they play JH that week,
they can't play HS that week.

None



None

None

None

I would like to see tournament limits of 3 HS and 2 JH for freshmen to be done away with. Since we have a
max amount of games in basketball already, sole small schools need freshmen just to compete in
tournaments, and because softball has already done this.

N/A

None

With appropriate local approval, this creates opportunities for exceptional student-athletes, strengthens
vertical alignment, and benefits smaller programs while still allowing schools to make the decision that is
best for students. Continue looking for ways to increase participation opportunities while maintaining
competitive balance. Consider allowing greater flexibility for developmental experiences such as team
camps and summer competition without creating additional eligibility consequences. Any changes should
prioritize student opportunity and minimize barriers to participation.

Definitely think 8th graders should be allowed to play up if parents agree because smaller schools need
numbers so many times

| believe eligibility should be established after suiting up for first athletic contest not scrimmages

| would encourage the committee to continue simplifying eligibility and transfer procedures while
maintaining competitive balance. Clearer guidance and consistent statewide interpretations would help
athletic directors, coaches, parents, and students understand expectations and reduce confusion.

None



If a student hasn't physically participate they should be eligible. If the OSSAA is about safety how can we
allow a 13 year old 8th grader to play against a 19 year old senior.

Option for 6th and 9th graders to compete against each other at JH or JH B Games.

n/a

"l am in favor of expanding the definition of participation to include summer league games and team
camps, particularly to address issues surrounding transfer students. Currently, coaches and athletic
programs invest significant time, effort, and resources into student-athletes during summer leagues and
team camps. When a student fully participates with a program over the summer only to transfer before the
school year begins, it undermines the commitment and resources invested by that coaching staff and
team. Defining participation to include these summer activities would establish a fairer standard of
commitment and protect programs from being used solely for summer development before a student
transfers elsewhere."

None

I think it is important to consider the logistical factors of larger school districts when it comes to changes
such as allowing 8th graders to participate in varsity competitions.

Everything else ok

NA

8th graders shouldn't be able to patriciate in HS summer league.



This is an strange request to me when we have been told that certain schools believe competing in a larger
class than ADM is unsafe. | would think a 13-14 year old playing against 18-19 year old is very unsafe.

An item that has been brought to my attention is if a school gets multiple transfers in a given year, it could
affect their ADM in certain cases at the smaller school level. Does there need to be an adjustment in the
ADM of a school that receives numerous transfers in a given year?

i dont have any
N/A

N/A

not at ths time

NA
None
None

Open it up if we can't hold people accountable



N/A

none

N/A

none

None

Only Freshman can compete in Varsity Athletics

None

None




n/a

To effectively curb unregulated recruiting and maintain the integrity of OSSAA member schools, Rule 7
must adapt to the modern digital landscape. The most glaring loophole in current enforcement is the lack
of oversight in coach-to-athlete communication. To create a level playing field, protect student-athletes,
and close recruiting loopholes, the OSSAA should implement the following three-pillar framework: Mandate
District-Approved Communication Platforms: Just as state and local policies require classroom teachers
to communicate with students exclusively through archived, school-approved platforms (e.g., Remind,
Hudl, Google Workspace), athletic departments must be held to the same standard. Direct, unmonitored
communication (such as personal text messages or social media direct messaging) between coaches and
student-athletes should be strictly prohibited. Establish Auditable Trails for Eligibility Determinations: By
restricting official communication to approved platforms, an objective, digital audit trail is established. If a
student's eligibility is called into question due to recruiting violations, these communication logs should be
legally admissible and reviewable during OSSAA investigations. This system would instantly deter coaches
from contacting student-athletes who are not actively enrolled in their respective districts. Enforce
Decisive, Precedent-Setting Penalties: Rules are only as effective as their enforcement. Currently, the lack
of transparency treats recruiting as an invisible issue, despite widespread evidence from students who
regularly receive unsolicited messages from outside programs. The OSSAA must establish strict, public
consequences for the first major violation of this policy. Setting a clear, high-profile precedent will
immediately signal that the "wild west" era of high school recruiting is over.

Participation should be for varsity suit up

None

The inclusion of summer league games and team camps should align with the deadline for one-time
transfer eligibility. It doesn't make sense to include summer league / team camps that occur 6-7 weeks
prior to the July 15 deadline.

| don't think a scrimmage should count. Suiting up for a game should be the line for participation.



na

n/a

None

None

None

None

| get the reasoning behind restricting summer activity, but with our enrollment processes and paperwork
that is time sensitive. A lot of it is outside of our control in a timely manner

I would just emphasize for safety that 8th graders should not compete in varsity athletics.




Would you be in favor of waiving dual residency for a student who is applying for a hardship waiver
under criteria 1 (can only be used one time in a student's high school career)

268 responses

® YES
® No

What additional recommendations do you have for the committee to consider as it pertains to Rule 8?

N/A

NA

| am not in favor of the mandated "divorce" between parents in order to qualify for move between parents.
Timing is key here. If parents become separated and takes a number of.minths before divorce is finalized,
the child is held captive by the rules when the child had nothing to do with the separation to begin with.

N/A

None

None at this time

None




None

Athletes should be able to be eligible at the school of choice.

Not sure if this applies, but | would be in favor of more than one move between divorced parents being
allowed. So many things are out of the kid's control, in my experience. Thanks

N/a

Again, no amount of rules we put in place would create a more equitable environment. In fact | feel
strongly the more rules we create the more loopholes will exist for the more affluent or well connected.

None

One transfer only
none at this time

NA

None

None

[ think we have gone as far as we need to go for this rule.




None

none

None

none

None

Move the transfer window up... From the last day of school thru June 15 would be my recommendation.

NA

N/A




None

None

| respectfully recommend that the OSSAA Rules Committee: Repeal the One-Time Change of School
Exception. Restore the traditional transfer rule requiring a period of varsity ineligibility following a
voluntary transfer, absent a recognized hardship. Retain all existing hardship exceptions for bona fide
family moves, military service, court orders, and other extraordinary circumstances. Continue to defend
eligibility standards that promote competitive balance, discourage recruiting, and strengthen Oklahoma's
community schools. Strong community schools are built through long-term investment, commitment, and
shared responsibility. 0SSAA's transfer rules should reinforce those values by encouraging stability,
protecting competitive fairness, and ensuring that interscholastic athletics continue to serve the
educational mission of Oklahoma schools.

Itis a free for all .

None

None

None




None

Get rid of the Hardship Waiver

Rule 8 should continue to balance student opportunity with competitive integrity. The committee should
strive for a rule that is: Fair to all students regardless of circumstance. Clear and easy for schools to
administer. Consistently enforced across all 0SSAA member schools. Strong enough to discourage
recruiting and athletic transfers made solely for competitive advantage. Flexible enough to recognize
legitimate family, educational, and safety-related transfers through well-defined exceptions. By
emphasizing clarity, transparency, consistency, and due process, the committee can help ensure Rule 8
remains effective while reducing confusion and unnecessary disputes.

Stop making it easier for students to move and play

None

None

None

None




None

N/A

None

Hardship policies should remain student-centered while maintaining appropriate safeguards. Clear,
consistent statewide guidance and documentation requirements will help ensure equitable decisions
across all districts while allowing flexibility for legitimate hardship situations.

The same rule that applies to players returning to their original district should still apply for this too

| believe the one time rule is a good rule.

| would encourage the committee to provide athletic directors with additional training and examples of
hardship cases that do and do not qualify. Greater consistency in the application of Rule 8 would improve
confidence in the process.

None

We are to the point let's make the process the same for everyone. 1 move period. Do away with the many
different roads to the same destination.

n/a

Rule 8 is fine but should only be a one time move. Students should in no way ( exception bonified move)
be able to play half a season with one team and playoffs with another team in the same season .




"l am in favor of waiving the dual residency requirement for students applying for a hardship waiver under
Criteria 1. Hardship waivers are designed to support student-athletes facing extraordinary, unavoidable,
and often traumatic circumstances beyond their control (such as family crises, financial instability, or
safety concerns). Requiring strict 'dual residency’ in these sensitive situations often places an unrealistic
and unnecessary administrative burden on families already in distress. Because Criteria 1 can only be
utilized once in a student's entire high school career, there is already a built-in safeguard that prevents this
waiver from being exploited for purely athletic transfers. Waiving the dual residency requirement in these
specific, one-time cases prioritizes student welfare and mental health, ensuring we are supporting kids
when they need it most without compromising the integrity of our transfer rules."

None

Everything else good

NA

Keep the dual residency as it is.

| am not certain | fully understand the question above. | do believe we are at the point where if a student
"resides" in the school district, then filing a hardship seems to mainly benefit those who can afford legal
representation. | believe most would agree a student should not be allowed to compete for 2 schools in
the same season. Outside of that, we are now in the wild wild west of open transfers.




To align with the new transfer rules, Section 4.a and 4.b should be considered for removal. Section 4.
Determining Athletic Eligibility of Students Moving From Out of State After Participating in the Ninth Grade
or Above a. A student moving from out of state to Oklahoma after participating previously in athletics at
the ninth grade level or above generally is eligible at a member public school in the public school district,
or at a member nonpublic school in that school's designated geographic area, in which the student's
parents (or custodial parent or court-appointed guardian with legal custody of the student) are bona fide
residents. The designated geographic areas for member non-public schools are set forth in Board Policy
XLIV. b. If the student moving from out of state instead attends a member school outside the public
school district or designated geographic area in which the student's parents (or custodial parent or
court-appointed guardian with legal custody of the student) are bona fide residents, the student generally
is not eligible immediately to participate in athletics. To become eligible, the student must wait a period of
one year from the date of first attendance, unless the student applies and receives approval for an
exception due to hardship or other qualifying circumstance pursuant to Section 10 below.

no

N/A

N/A




Not at this time

NA
None
None

Feels like question is designed to be used against us

N/A

None

| believe every student should have a one time transfer with no restrictions (Dual Residence, link rule etc..)

N/A




none

None

All cases should be decided on a case by case basis

None

none

n/a

Teach young men and women work ethic, currently we teach the easy way out. Add a milage limit to the
rule. If the school DISTRICT a student is transferring to is within 5-10 miles of current school DISTRICT of
attendance, the 1 year waiver does NOT apply. If parents move more than 5-10 miles away, then so be it.
The inner city recruitment MUST END.

N/A

| still believe the Link rule needs to be looked at.

Clarify the criteria for "influenced" and what type of evidence would need to be provided to initiate an
investigation Rule 8; Section 6(e)(4). Students should not be held accountable for the bad actions of
coaches/administrators/school personnel who violate the recruiting rule. The responsible adults should
be held accountable for recruiting violations. Students (aka CHILDREN) cannot recruit themselves.

none

n/a




None

None

None

Split home scenarios and financial hardships

If we are allowing a one time move/ transfer it shouldn't matter where they live or how many houses they
have.

Get rid of July 15th date. 1 move in grades 9-12 no matter the date.




