2026 OSSAA SPEECH ADVISORY MEETING NOTES

Anything the committee approved must be approved at the OSSAA board meeting in June.
Elect/Appoint 3A/4A State Tournament Director (voted/7-0)

Elect/Appoint SA/6A State Tournament Director (voted/7-0)

Tournament & One Act Schedule for 2026-2027 (reviewed/updated dates)

Review 4 Year Calendar (reviewed/updated dates)

Clarify how the cumulative score is added in finals at state (voted/4-4, discussed then revoted/8-0,
codified At state, when there is a tie in cumulative ranks, subsequent competitors will receive the
next numerical ranking.)

adjust regional/state dates & allow flexibility to adjust dates to secure locations for state in the
future (discussed)

drop time limit from 10 minutes to 8 minutes on oratories, info, POI (voted/8-0 In INFO, a
student’s time begins as soon as setup begins. The judge will notify the student their time has
started, the time limit for INFO is still 10 minutes) (discussed changing time in POI)

When a protest is filed, the coach filing the protest should have to put their name on it and be in
the room when schools find out they were protested. (discussed)

no protests allowed once we are in State Finals (discussed)
A maximum cutoff time of 2 minutes for events (discussed)

4 classes with 6 schools making State in each class two regionals for each class with 3 schools
going to state from each region (voted/8-0 to have four classes in one-act play, with two regions
per class and three schools from each region advancing to state)

Balance one act regionals by strength as well as geography (discussed, will review results from
previous years to help balance regional assignments by strength as well as geography. )

more adherence to the rules in One Act with the hosting schools. (voted 8-0, One act tech
rehearsals are now 45 minutes the day prior to the performance for visiting schools. Lunch time
cannot be used for placing props. Performances are 45 minutes, with a 1 minute grade period that
leads to a dropped rank if exceeded. Performances over 48 minutes are disqualified but still pay
relevant fees)

limits on size of set pieces maybe a 10 by 10 by 10 area whole set has to fit into (discussed)

Students competing in extemporaneous speaking will be permitted to use one 3x5 notecard during
their speech with no limit on the number of words or characters written on the notecard. (voted
8-0, There is no longer a word count for extemp cards. Students may use one full side of a 3x5
inch index card)

Students competing in extemporaneous speaking may not use a notecard or any other form of aid
during their speech. All speaking must be delivered without written, printed, or electronic
assistance. (discussed)
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PE 16 C9 for Prose, D9 for Poetry. Currently the rule reads: Significant movement (ie, walking,
pacing) is not allowed. Expand the list to include what is not allowed (discussed)

SPE 20 21a. SPE 22 J15 a and SPE 23 b have no asterisks. The rules deal with accessing
information outside of the round. Include Al in the rule. (did not change Al policy, voted 8-0 to
add a modified version of the NFHS Statement on Al on the front page of the manual)

Require evidence to be shared in debate if asked. Disqualify students who refuse or can not share
evidence. (voted 8-0, When a debater requests evidence, their prep time begins after they receive
the evidence from their opponent. Failure to produce evidence when requested in debate results
in an automatic loss for the round; judges will rank the round as if no violation had occurred, the
violation will be checked and penalty administered if necessary in the tab room)

Please make a bold note, even in debate, that students can spectate. (voted 8-0, to include the
statement Spectators are allowed when space is available)

a list of what is and isn’t vulgar. (discussed)

Find a better way to do a tie breaker (for unbreakable ties) for going into finals that does not
include drawing a name? (discussed)

Have a google form to fill out any rules that need to be changed (discussed to have the OSSAA
create a google form to send to coaches)

4 classes in the One Act (voted 8-0, see earlier agenda item)
set size limits - (discussed)
SO/00 time limit to 8 minutes (discussed)

combine domestic/foreign extemporaneous speaking to just extemporaneous speaking.
(discussed)

Combine humorous duet and dramatic duet to duet performance. (discussed)
Increasing monologue time to 8 minutes. (discussed)

Increasing regional and state entry in events from 3 to 4 if the contestant has an entry in debate.
(discussed)

Separating sweepstakes awards for individual events and debate. (discussed)

Add overall state championship and regional State championship in a team for individual events
and debate events. (discussed)

Clarify Rule XI- C6 & D6, regarding Prose and Poetry: whether the folder must be in the
student’s hands at all times or whether it may leave their hands during the performance, similar to
Rule XI, M2, for POL. (discussed)

Clarify Rule XI-G-2: Does the 5 minute warning for extempers mean the student is dismissed to
go to their performance room with 5 minutes left or is it informing them that they have 5 minutes
left and they don’t leave until their 30 minutes is up? (discussed, extempers leave when they are
released by the draw at 30 minutes)


https://nfhs.org/stories/the-role-of-ai-in-debate-ethics-research-and-responsible-use
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Add language to Rule XL-G specifically prohibiting the use of Al to generate extemp speeches
during prep. (discussed)

Add a rule to XI-L stating that students competing in Informative Oratory have a MAXIMUM of
3 minutes to set up any easels, props, etc. when called to speak. (voted 8-0, see earlier agenda
item)

All members of the state championship winning team in each class should receive gold OSSAA
medals as team state champions in addition to any individual state medals they receive.
(discussed, OSSAA will help arrange schools to buy extra medals if they want)

There should be some type of judge certification required before anyone can judge at regional or
state tournaments. NFHS and NSDA videos already exist that could satisfy this requirement.
Once a judge obtains that certification and is recognized by the OSSAA as a certified, trained
judge, and they actively judge at a regional or state tournament, they may be paid a stipend by the
OSSAA. (West 4A) (discussed and will provide training at September meeting)

Evidence sharing should be clarified. (discussed)

Delete & Replace “The use of Al to create an oratory, extemporaneous, or debate speech is
considered plagiarism and is subject to disqualification.” from rule VII E 8 on SPE 8. (voted 8-0,
see earlier agenda item)

n.n

On page SPE 9, in rule VIII B 2, insert the following after "judge incapacitation,": "or another
event that prevents the judge from ranking the contestants in the regular manner," (voted 8-0 to
add If a judge does not/will not/ cannot rank students, the tournament director may choose an
appropriate course of action (rerun the round, use the other judges’ rankings, etc)

People attending tournaments should not take photos of people without their consent. (discussed)

Judges should not include their email on the feedback they give on ballots. (discussed, bring up
standards and provide judge training at the September meeting)

Change wording on Rule XIII B 2 on SPE 34 to codify tech rehearsals (voted 8-0, see earlier
agenda item)

In One-Act contests, biases against students of color, students with disabilities, and ELL students
need to be examined, as does the lack of diversity in judging panels. (discussed)

Consider creating a class in One Act contests for schools that have no auditorium. (discussed)

Limit lighting to a general plot that must be used by all at all competition sites within a class.
(discussed)

Original scripts can be performed in PR, PO, HI, DI, HD, DD events. (discussed)
make rule changes form more accessible (voted 8-0, see earlier agenda item)

state t-shirt problems (discussed, asked OSSAA to investigate getting better/more reasonably
priced options)

make improper performance protests easier to find on ossaa.com or ossaaspeech.com (discussed,
asked OSSAA to make them easier to locate on the website)



http://ossaa.com/
http://ossaaspeech.com/
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post National Federation Extemp topics on ossaa.com (discussed, asked OSSAA to make sure
they are updated everyone month on the website)

Increase entry fees for hosting tournaments (discussed)

Have a set up time of 2 minutes for each speech in informative or specify that the ten minutes
time includes setup of visual aids. (voted 8-0, see earlier agenda item)

Reduce finalists who advance at regionals and state from 8 to 6 (discussed)

make improper performance protests easier to find (discussed, asked OSSAA to make them easier
to locate on the website)

be consistent on enforcing and implementing changes / rules (discussed, details matter)

Ban gymnastic type moves in events where movement is allowed. (discussed, express concerns
about dangerous moves and offer workshops on combat/intimacy)

Ban internet connection in extemp and/or debate events. (discussed, will discuss at Sept. meeting,
gage interest)

Allow students not able to compete in Finals at Regionals to still qualify for State when
extraordinary circumstances exist. Examples include school activities and family emergencies.
Students would receive last place in finals and 0 sweepstakes points would be awarded.
(discussed)

Change maximum time for SO, PR, and PO to 6 minutes (discussed)

Changing language to performance must be void of “excessive” profanity, vulgarity, obscenity,
etc. (discussed)

Contestants may not use personal, private, unpublished anecdotes or narratives in any original
material (introduction, original oratory, informative speaking, extemporaneous speaking, debate)
without permission from the person who is the subject of the anecdote or narrative, regardless of
whether or not the subject is identified by name. (discussed, will discuss at Sept. Meeting)

Implement a rule for unsportsmanlike or harassing behavior that does not penalize the entire
team. (voted 8-0, A student who harasses or purposely disrupts another student during their
performance will have the following penalties: 1st Offense: DQ in all events for the tournament
for that student. 2nd Offense: DQ the entire team for the tournament. 3rd Offense: DQ the entire
team and report made to the OSSAA, with all the consequences that entails.

Implement an admonishment for judges who behave inappropriately or unprofessionally or who
make inappropriate or unprofessional comments. Penalty could range from a warning to a ban
depending upon severity and repeated offenses. (voted 8-0, If a coach feels a judge has behaved
improperly, they have until 5 P.M. on Monday to notify the tournament director, who will be
responsible for notifying the OSSAA if necessary. Two instances of misconduct reported to the
OSSAA results in no longer being counted as a judge for the year, with any missing judge fines as
necessary.)

OSSAA One-Act Play Classifications move from 3 classifications to 4: 3A, 4A. 5A. 6A (voted
8-0, see earlier agenda item)


http://ossaa.com/
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The number of OSSAA One-Act Play State Judges should increase from 3 to 4 or 5, and drop the
lowest score. (voted 8-0, At one act state, there will be 4 judges. The lowest rank will be
dropped.)

OSSAA One-Act Play regional host sites should have comparable--if not
equal--facilities/capabilities. (discussed)

One-Act play Technical spike times should increase to 45 minutes. (voted 8-0, see earlier agenda
item)

When changing the character names/gender of characters in One-Act play, the competing school
should provide documentation that they have requested/received the approval to do so.
(discussed)

The committee should work together to make shareable judging rubrics for OSSAA
speech/debate events. (discussed)

Tech rehearsals should be 45 minutes for State One-Act Contests (voted 8-0, see earlier agenda
item)

Schools should have to submit the dimensions of their facility before being allowed to host one
act contest. (discussed)

OSSAA One-Act Play regional host sites should have to announce information within a timely
manner... i.e. light plot, stage dimensions, etc. (discussed)

We should continue to take 9 shows to state in each class, and if possible, schools that are closest
to the hosting location should perform first and those who are farthest away should perform later.
(discussed)

Add more time with the judges for feedback. Make it 15 minutes. (for One Act?) (discussed)
Add Storytelling as an OSSAA Speech event. (discussed)

Speech & Debate Sweepstakes should be divided into two sections- Debate & Speech (discussed)
Define specifically what “Excessive Movement” entails for Prose and Poetry (discussed)

Add verbiage to Rule VI (SPE 8) that coach or judge will determine breakage of rule regarding
Al, if any has occurred. (discussed, see modified NFHS modified statement on Al)

Violation of Rule VI on SPE 8, would only affect individual, not entire team (voted 8-0,
modifying to A student who harasses or purposely disrupts another student during their
performance will have the following penalties: 1st Offense: DQ in all events for the tournament
for that student. 2nd Offense: DQ the entire team for the tournament. 3rd Offense: DQ the entire
team and report made to the OSSAA, with all the consequences that entails)

Provide a list of words or phrases considered vulgar to avoid using and not break the rules
regarding vulgar language (discussed)

Ban graphic content in events like DI, DD, POI designed for “shock value” like rape, severe
abuse, etc. (discussed)

Add 1 minute time limit for setup in Info event (voted 8-0, see earlier agenda item)
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Bring back disqualification for any times beyond grace period (ex: 10:31+, 7:31+, 8:31+)
(discussed)

Competitors and spectators without conflicts need to stay for the entire round (discussed)

Clarify and modify the rule that dictates the way SA/6A Regionals are run (Section X, Subpoint
B, 15). Two changes are proposed: (voted 8-0, include powermatching after the 2nd round, will
not break brackets))

o Clarify that power matching will take place regardless of the number of the participants

o Include a superceding modifier that teams from the same school will NOT be matched
against each other unless there are no other possible opponents.

Remove the “date accessed” requirement on evidence. Relevant rules include: (discussed)
o XII-A-1-c (SPE 25)
o XII-C-2-f(SPE 25)
o XII-D-1-g (SPE 25)
o XII-F-1-i (SPE 25)
o XII-G-3-g (SPE 26)
Reinstate a judge experience profile system. (discussed will do best to assign the best judges)

Require event-specific judge qualifications for State Tournament assignments and prioritize
qualified judges for semifinal and final rounds. (discussed will do best to assign the best judges)

Require Judge critiques to be based on official event criteria only. (discussed, provide judge
training at Sept. meeting)

In Policy and PF debate, switch the tiebreakers to make points the 3™ tiebreaker and ranks the 4™
tiebreaker as the order in the book indicates just not by number (discussed)

At Regionals and State, in 5A and 6A debate, if more schools are entered in a debate event, a
school may receive a maximum of one bye in that event. (discussed)

In Policy and PF Debate, eliminate ranks and opponent ranks as tiebreakers (discussed)

On page SPE13, rule 15 amend the rule to read “A minimum of four preliminary rounds will be
conducted, no more than two of which may be preset. Each subsequent round to be
power-matched against power). Power-matching will be based on results of rounds up to that
point. When more than 24 compete in CX, PF, or LD debate a minimum of five preliminary
rounds will occur to determine the quarter-finalists. In rounds that are power-matched the brackets
may be broken in order to prevent students from the same school debating each other.” (Voted
8-0, updated power matching rule)

On SPE1 add a fourth bullet-point which shall read, “If a coach believes that a judge has come up
grossly short of these they have until the Monday after the tournament at 5:00pmCST to contact
the tournament director regarding the judge’s conduct. The tournament director then has the
responsibility of determining whether or not to forward the conduct to the OSSAA. OSSAA
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administrators will then make the decision as to whether or not the administration of the school
who provided the judge should be contacted regarding the judge’s conduct. After more than one
complaint of conduct has been administered to a school’s administration, that judge shall be
declared ineligible to adjudicate OSSAA speech and debate rounds. If they are submitted as a
judge for a tournament they will be denied and will not count towards school’s provided judges.”
(voted 8-0, added to the manual)

Any wording mentioning “author’s intent” should be removed. (discussed)

Revision of the wording around vulgarity to include provided definitions of obscene, indecent,
and profane content. (discussed)

Allow movement in Prose and Poetry. (discussed)
Remove SO as an event. (discussed)

Eliminate the rule X.B.14 on p SPE 13 that states "14. Finals will occur in all individual events
with all participants present." (discussed)

Change rule VIL.F.2 on p SPE 8 from "A protest may be filed by a coach or a judge citing the
specific violation(s) in writing. The name of the person filing the protest will not be disclosed." to
"A protest may be filed by a coach or a judge citing the specific violation(s) in writing. The name
of the person filing the protest will be disclosed." (discussed)

policy on how private schools are classified (discussed)



