
​OSSAA Rules 12, 17, and 21​

​RULE 12 – PARTICIPATION AGAINST NON-MEMBER SCHOOLS​
​Section​​1.​ ​A​​member​​of​​the​​OSSAA​​shall​​be​​allowed​​to​​compete​​with​​secondary-level​​schools​​outside​

​the​​Association,​​and​​with​​organized​​teams​​consisting​​of​​secondary-level​​students,​​as​​provided​
​for​​in​​Article​​VI​​of​​the​​Constitution.​​Before​​scheduling​​any​​contest​​or​​event​​with​​a​​school​​or​
​team​​outside​​the​​Association,​​the​​member​​school​​must​​verify​​that​​competing​​with​​that​​school​
​is​​consistent​​with​​Article​​VI​​of​​the​​Constitution.​​Members​​of​​the​​Association​​cannot​​compete​
​at​ ​any​ ​time​ ​or​ ​under​ ​any​ ​conditions​ ​with​ ​schools​ ​or​ ​teams​ ​which​ ​have​ ​been​ ​suspended​ ​or​
​expelled​ ​from​ ​their​ ​respective​ ​associations​ ​or​ ​which​ ​do​ ​not​ ​apply​ ​participation,​ ​amateur​
​standing,​​and​​eligibility​​rules​​and​​limits​​equivalent​​to​​the​​rules​​and​​limits​​applied​​by​​OSSAA,​
​or​ ​which​ ​require​ ​the​ ​contest​ ​to​ ​be​ ​conducted​ ​in​​a​​manner​​inconsistent​​with​​the​​rules​​of​​the​
​Association.​
​Any​ ​member​ ​of​​the​​Association​​which​​knowingly​​competes​​with​​any​​school​​or​​team​​which​
​has​ ​been​ ​suspended​ ​or​ ​expelled​ ​from​ ​their​ ​respective​ ​association​ ​or​ ​which​ ​does​ ​not​ ​apply​
​participation,​​amateur​​standing,​​and​​eligibility​​rules​​must​​apply​​to​​the​​Board​​of​​Directors​​for​
​reinstatement.​

​Section​​2.​ ​No​​member​​school​​of​​this​​Association​​shall​​be​​permitted​​to​​participate​​in​​a​​game,​​contest,​​or​
​meet against a school of college standing.​

​Section​​3.​ ​No​ ​member​ ​school​ ​shall​ ​compete​ ​in​ ​any​ ​interstate​ ​tournament​ ​or​ ​meet,​ ​in​ ​which​ ​three​ ​or​
​more​ ​schools​ ​participate,​ ​unless​ ​such​ ​event​ ​has​ ​been​ ​sanctioned​ ​by​ ​all​ ​interested​ ​state​
​associations and/or through the National Federation.​

​RULE 17 - ENROLLMENT OF OFFICIALS FOR HIGH SCHOOL AND JUNIOR HIGH​
​The​ ​regulations​ ​of​ ​the​ ​OSSAA​ ​provide​ ​that​ ​all​ ​officials​ ​used​ ​in​ ​regular​ ​season​ ​basketball​​and​​football​
​competition​ ​and​ ​Association​ ​sanctioned​ ​tournaments​ ​where​ ​participants​ ​are​ ​7th-12th​ ​grades​ ​must​ ​be​
​enrolled​​with​​the​​Association​​and​​have​​passed​​part​​I​​of​​the​​current​​National​​Federation​​rules​​examination​
​for that sport.  (Lists of eligible officials are available on the OSSAA website, www.ossaa.com.)​

​A violation of this Rule could result in sanctions imposed by the OSSAA against the offending school.​

​RULE 21 - APPROVAL OF TOURNAMENTS, MEETS AND CONTESTS​
​(Non-school​​individuals​​or​​non-school​​groups​​must​​supply​​a​​certificate​​of​​insurance​​and​​be​​co-sponsored​
​by a school or an approved organization in order to be considered for sanctioning.)​

​Section​​1.​ ​No​​member​​school​​shall​​compete​​in​​athletics​​in​​any​​interstate​​tournament​​or​​meet​​in​​which​
​three​ ​or​ ​more​ ​schools​ ​participate,​ ​unless​ ​such​ ​event​ ​has​ ​been​ ​sanctioned​ ​by​ ​all​ ​interested​
​state​ ​associations​ ​including​ ​the​ ​National​ ​Federation​ ​when​ ​required.​ ​All​ ​entries​ ​for​ ​out​ ​of​
​state​ ​tournaments​ ​and​ ​meets​ ​shall​ ​be​ ​forwarded​​to​​the​​appropriate​​State​​Association​​office​
​for endorsement and approval.​

​Section​​2.​ ​All​ ​events​ ​in​ ​grades​ ​7​ ​thru​ ​12​ ​related​ ​directly​ ​or​ ​indirectly​ ​to​ ​any​ ​activity​ ​in​ ​which​ ​the​
​Association​​sponsors​​a​​play-off​​series​​leading​​to​​a​​state​​championship​​should​​be​​sanctioned.​
​The​ ​responsibility​ ​lies​ ​with​ ​the​ ​participating​ ​schools​ ​as​ ​well​ ​as​ ​the​ ​host​ ​member​ ​school,​
​non-public​​school​​host,​​or​​any​​non-school​​individual​​host.​ ​When​​more​​than​​two​​schools​​or​
​teams​​participate,​​the​​students​​may​​not​​be​​covered​​by​​catastrophic​​insurance​​unless​​the​​event​
​is sanctioned.​
​All​ ​entries​ ​for​ ​out​ ​of​ ​state​ ​tournaments​ ​and​ ​meets​ ​shall​ ​be​ ​forwarded​ ​to​ ​the​ ​Association​
​office for endorsement and approval.​

​Section​​3.​ ​Non-athletics:​ ​All​ ​related​ ​activities​ ​that​ ​the​ ​OSSAA​ ​sponsors​ ​where​ ​representatives​ ​of​
​three​ ​or​ ​more​ ​schools​ ​participate​ ​shall​ ​be​ ​approved​ ​by​ ​the​​OSSAA.​ ​(See​​academic​​bowl,​
​music, eSport, and speech manuals for complete sanctioning policy.)​
​Only​ ​events​ ​which​ ​are​ ​competitive​ ​in​ ​nature​ ​and​ ​where​ ​recognition,​​ratings​​or​​awards​​are​
​given​ ​or​ ​winners​ ​determined​ ​should​ ​be​ ​approved​​by​​the​​Association.​ ​If​​the​​activity​​is​​not​
​sponsored​​by​​the​​OSSAA,​​all​​legal​​matters​​will​​be​​the​​responsibility​​of​​the​​member​​school,​
​non-public school hosts, or any non-school individual hosts.​


